
Nurse-Led Sexual Health Services for Priority Populations: 
40 Years of Innovation at WAAC in Western Australia

WAAC receives funding from the WA Department of Health to support its clinical services. 

WAAC (formerly the WA AIDS Council) has served as the peak body for people affected by HIV in Western Australia for 

40 years. Over time, WAAC has expanded its scope to provide comprehensive sexual health services for gay and bisexual 

men, transgender, and gender-diverse populations, addressing needs beyond HIV care.

WAAC operates a nurse-led sexual health and STI testing service at a men’s sex-on-premises venue in Perth. The clinic 

runs for two hours weekly and is staffed by an administrative officer, two consulting nurses, a nurse dedicated to MPOx 

vaccination, and a medical practitioner providing on-site pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) and doxycycline post-exposure 

prophylaxis (DoxyPEP) consultations and prescriptions.

The service consistently manages 20–30 clients during each two-hour session. The model enables rapid, targeted testing 

and vaccination, and integrates innovative interventions, including MPOx vaccination and immediate PrEP/DoxyPEP access. 

Its nurse-led structure allows for high client throughput and timely response to emerging public health needs.

The outreach clinic at Perth Steam Works has broken down stigma and barriers to care by embedding peer workers and 

gay-identifying nurses directly into community spaces. This model has built trust, normalised sexual health testing, and 

enabled earlier detection and treatment of HIV, STIs, and BBVs. Its impact extends beyond clinical outcomes, fostering 

dignity, safety, and belonging for gay and bisexual men in Western Australia.
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